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SUBJECT: Probable Commmnist Reactions to a Pa.rticular us
Course of Action

THE PROBLEM .

How would North Vietnem, Communist Chine, and the USSR
react to reconnaissence over China and North Vietnsm by CXCART
vehicles based' in Okinewa?

| l. Chins. | (w’;lraeiieve that the Chinese would quickly aequire
knowledge of the operation. Mission aircreft would almost
certainly be ldetected ‘by Chinese redar, and, by virtue of speed
and altitude, be identified ss a new type of reconnaissance
vehicle, The chancés a.fe good thet Chinese agents on Okinawe
would become aware of the‘ operation and that Peiping would quickly
relate the new over#lights to the ba,se at Kladena.'
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2; The Ohinese would of course try to knock down the sir-
cra.ft. | Assiming ‘their feilure to dd"éo;‘ and''s siccessful flight,
we believe thei’charﬂicea of significantly adygrpe\‘cmsequences to the
US are virtually negligible, Fér* tﬁe Aréa's-d;ls" that they do not
acknowledge successful U2 overflights, they would aJ.most certainly
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not draw any special attention to this operation. Furthermore, in
this contingency the kind of pressure they might try to spply to
Jepan or to any other country which might have afforded assistance
would be of the most general sort -- if any at all.

3. The situati on would be quite different, of course, if an
CXCART aircraft came down on Chinese territory. Such sn incident
would be the occasion for a msjor politicel and propaganda
campsign, particularly if a live Americen pilot fell into Chinese
hands. In drsmetizing the affair, Peiping would hope to persuade
the world, including the Americen public, of Chinese strength and
of the riskiness of US policy. They would alsc use whet reseurces
they hed to mobilize public opinion in Japan end in Okinawa against
U8 control of the latter island end asgainst the existence of US

bases in Japan itself.

4. In the past seversl years Communist China's air space has
been probed often -- a munber of deep penetrations by U-2s and
drones, meny shellow penetrations by other aircraft, and innumersble
snooper patrols offehore by aircraft collecting Elint and oblique
Photography. The OXCART would seem "more of the same,"” only executed
with superior equipment. The relative invulnerability of the craft

-2-

TOP SBCRET 25X1

Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001300020010-7



Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904AQ01300020010-7

TOP SECRET/

would be frustreting to the Chinese, but the advanced technology
which had mede it possible would impress them and remind them of
the capabilities the US could bring to bear in a Sino-US wer.

5« The Chinese lesders probably do not seriously expect a
US attack on China in the neer future, i.e., as long as Chinese
participation is indirect end Chinese airfields and Air Force
units are not sctively engaged in combat against US forces. Rever-
theless, upon detecting the first (XCART intrusion they might worry
that some sort of sneak attack was aimed at one of their nuclear
installations, but they wuuld not have time for any reaction other
than to alert their air defenses to try to shoot it down. After
the first flight wes completed it would be clear that the mission
was reconneissance and that the OXCART was, in effect, merely a
nore advanced sort of U-2, We do not believe that the Chinese
leaders are’ 80 tense and jJittery that this would lead them to

any dreastic new action.

6. In a worst case situation -- one in which an OXCART
vehicle m came to earth relatively intact, with the pilot alive

and talking == the regime's exploitation of a "csptured American

invader" would probably generate Bt high feeling within the country .

-3 a
TOR SECRET/

Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001300020010-7

25X1

25X1



Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904AQ01300020010-7

TOP BECRET,

The occasion could be used to "justify” scme change in policy
toward the Vietnem wer which had slready been decided upon, but
we do not believe that even this worst case would, of itself,

generate a significant policy change.,

T In short, we do not believe that CXCART missions, whether
or not any eircraft ceme down inside China, would significently
affect Peiping's broader calculations governing its policy toward
the war in Vietnem.

8. HNorth Vietnam. The DRV is already subjected to heavy US

eir atteck and reconneissaence. It would attech little extrs

significance to the GXCART operation.

9. The USSR. Through a variety of its own sources

the Soviets would quickly scquire a fairly complete picture of the
operation. They would probebly take no action and meke no
representatisns on the matter. Moscow would reinforce any Chinese
or North Vietnamese propesgends csmpaigns built around the shoote-
down of en aircraft. But almost certainly they would not make
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overflightes of Chine or the DRV a major issue in Soviet-US relations.
Their primary concern would be to forestall use of the esircraft

over their own territory. To this end they would probably issue
propegenda recalling the inglorious end of the U=2 program over

the USSR, and warning of the dangers of retribution egainst
cooperating countries. They might further make private communica-
tions to the US stressing the seriousness with which they would

view any intrusion into Soviet airspace.
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